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Start-up bridal shop for women with curves sets sights on doubling 
annual turnover 

A Sheffield-based bridal start-up that caters exclusively for curvy women expects to double its annual turnover in its 
second year after recording strong month-on-month sales figures.  

Celebrating Curves is a bridal shop specialising in wedding dresses between sizes 14 and 32. It was launched by 
Jane Burbeary in April 2016 after she faced redundancy from her job in the training industry and decided to pursue an 
alternative career path.  

Jane was inspired to set up Celebrating Curves after she was left disheartened by the limited choices of wedding 
dresses on offer for plus-sized women. Noticing a gap in the market, Jane turned to the government-backed Start Up 
Loans Company for support. 

She secured a £25,000 loan from the government-backed scheme to launch her business idea. The organisation, 
which merged with the British Business Bank earlier this year, provides low-interest finance and support to new 
businesses and those trading for less than two years. 

Jane received support from Finance For Enterprise, an official Delivery Partner of the Start Up Loans scheme, who 
helped her develop her business plan. Jane used her Start Up Loan to cover the cost of buying stock, securing a 
lease on the premises, decorating the store and pre-launch promotion, including visiting trade fayres around the UK to 
build up a network of contacts. 

Located on Main Street, Celebrating Curves works with four main designers, White Rose Bridal, Allure Bridal, Eternity 
Bridal and Victoria Kay, to create the perfect dress for a bride’s special day. It also sells bridal accessories and flower 
girl dresses and, has plans to branch into occasion wear, targeting Mother of the Brides, over the next year. 

Jane Burbeary, Founder of Celebrating Curves, said: “When I was about to be made redundant, I decided it was 
now or never. While I didn’t know anything about starting a business, I’d always liked the idea of being my own boss. 
I’d previously found it challenging to find a wedding dress to show off my curves and when I was thinking about my 
next career move I decided to turn my problem into a business. I wanted women of all shapes and sizes to feel 
beautiful on their big day. We’ve proved to be a hit amongst many brides-to-be already, and we only expect this to 
increase as we head into our busy period of summer weddings.  

“Finding the money to launch was the scariest thing at first – I had customer service experience and had done lots of 
industry and customer research, so when I secured funding from The Start Up Loans Company it gave me the 
confidence to make it work. We’ve had a great first year and a strong start to our second so I’m excited to keep 
growing the business by offering more designs.” 

Joanna Hill, Interim CEO of The Start Up Loans Company, said: “Celebrating Curves is a great example of taking 
real life problems and creating a business solution. With her keen perception of the gap in the market, Jane’s 
business meets the demand for real-size clothing across the industry. So many people have a business idea and push 
it to the back of their mind, but there’s support out there to help you get started.  

“When you’re switching career and starting something totally new, it’s not always easy to raise financial support; that’s 
why we provide mentoring and business advice alongside the loan to give you the best start possible. If you’re 
inspired by your personal experiences and want to turn them into a business, then give it a go.” 
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Notes to editors  
 
About SULCo:  
The Start Up Loans Company (SULCo) was formed in June 2012. SULCo provides personal loans for business 
purposes of up to £25,000 at a 6% fixed interest rate per annum, and offers free dedicated mentoring and support to 
each business.   
 
The primary aim of the Start Up Loans scheme is to ensure that viable start-ups and early-stage businesses have 
access to the finance and support they need in order to thrive. A network of Delivery Partner organisations support 
applicants in all regions and industries throughout the UK. The Start Up Loans scheme is not designed to generate a 
commercial profit. Capital payments together with the interest are recycled to help meet our customers’ increasing 
demand for finance. 
 
Free guides on a range subjects related to starting a business are available on the SULCo website: 
https://www.startuploans.co.uk/free-start-up-guides/ You can find recent media coverage and press releases in the 
Start Up Loans Media Centre here: https://www.startuploans.co.uk/media-centre/  
 
The funding for SULCo is provided by the Department for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy (BEIS). SULCo is 
a member of the British Business Bank group. The British Business Bank makes finance markets for smaller 
businesses work better, enabling the sector to prosper, grow and build economic activity. Their Business Finance 
Guide explores finance options and the journey from start-up to growth. Access the Business Finance Guide here: 
http://www.thebusinessfinanceguide.co.uk/bbb  
 
Joanna Hill, SULCo’s former Chief Operating Officer, was appointed as Interim CEO with immediate effect in July 
2017.  
 
Key statistics  
 
* Since 2012, SULCo has delivered over 48,000 loans, providing more than £318m of funding, helping to back 27 
businesses a day, and contributing to the creation of more than 56,600 jobs.  
 
* In the financial year 2016/17, the scheme provided 9,431 loans with a total value exceeding £91.2m - helping to 
support around 27 businesses every day of the year.   
 
* 20,319 loans have been provided to individuals formerly unemployed or economically inactive and 46% of loans 
provided to young people are helping those who were formerly NEET (not in employment, education or training).  
 
* Approximately one in five loans go to residents in the UK's most deprived communities. 
 
* The overall return on investment of the scheme is at least £3 per £1 invested.  
 
* Loan recipients report estimated average turnover of £44,000 in the first year. For more information about Start Up 
Loans, please visit: https://www.startuploans.co.uk/   
 
*All of these statistics are gross estimates, with the exception of the return on investment numbers, and are based 
upon Start Up Loans CRM and externally commissioned research undertaken by Qa Research. 
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