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News Release 

 

AROUND-THE-CLOCK FLOWER VENDOR PREPARES FOR RECORD BREAKING VALENTINE’S DAY 

Start up flower kiosk and vending machine company expects sales to increase sixfold on Valentine’s 
weekend – a new record for the firm  

A 24-hour flower vending kiosk company, started by a film designer, is expecting sales to bloom over Valentine’s Day 
weekend, as it gears up to sell £2,200 worth of roses from just one outlet.   

Rockflower, www.rockflower.co.uk, was founded two years ago by Andrew McAlpine with the help of a £5,000 
Government-backed Start Up Loan. The business is a retail kiosk and a fresh flower vending machine based at London 
Blackfriars tube station.  

Rockflower anticipates its vending sales to increase sixfold over Valentine’s weekend, as the capital’s commuters are 
expected to purchase dozens upon dozens of roses.   

Andrew expects turnover to increase by 20 per cent over the coming year. He set up the first Rockflower kiosk and 
vending machine after feeling frustrated by the non availability of bouquets of flowers 24/7. 

Noting that the Blackfriars vending machine consistently outsells the retail kiosk, Andrew plans to launch three more 
standalone vending only machines in underground stations as part of his expansion plans in the next six months. 

He originally set up the company with help from Start Up Loans, the Government-backed scheme which provides low-
interest personal loans, free mentoring and support for new and early-stage businesses.  

Funding from the scheme was used for initial set up costs, including the purchase and delivery of high quality flowers 
from the Netherlands. As part of the package, Andrew also received expert guidance from a mentor on sales, branding 
and restocking. 

Andrew McAlpine, founder of Rockflower, said: “I had the initial idea for Rockflower around 20 years ago, but a lack 
of access to funding and expert guidance was a stumbling block. This is why Start Up Loans was so influential in 
enabling me to finally launch the business. The funding was vital to get the model up and running, but I couldn’t have 
done it without the support that my mentor provided throughout the entire process. 

“Valentine’s Day is one of the most exhilarating days of the year for any florist, and a real test of the business’ capability 
to meet demand. Even more so for us, given that we run 24 hours a day. We fully anticipate to be rushed off our feet on 
Saturday and Sunday, but we are ready and raring to go.” 

Tim Sawyer, CEO of Start Up Loans Company, said: “Rockflower is a great example of an exciting and innovative 
business model that we’ve been able to help get off the ground. Seeing it spring to life and experience great success 
during Valentine’s Day is a testament to Andrew’s dedication to his business.   

“There are thousands of success stories like Rockflower who’ve managed to turn their business ideas into reality with a 
Start Up Loan. We want everyone thinking of starting up a business to know that help is out there.” 

Anna Soubry, Business Minister at the Department for Business Innovation and Skills, said: “There will be 
many happy couples this year thanks to Rock Flower’s new business and the essential seed capital from Start Up 
Loans. This company is a great example of British innovation and Government is committed to supporting that as it 
drives the economy and creates jobs.  
 
“As Rock Flower shows the Start Up Loans scheme continues to deliver results and help aspiring business ideas 
bloom.” 
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Since 2012, Start Up Loans has helped back 35,000 businesses, providing £192m of funding and helping create 42,000 
jobs up to December 2015.  
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Notes to editors  

About SULCo: 

The Start Up Loans Company (SULCo) was formed in June 2012 on behalf of the Department of Business, Innovation 
and Skills. SULCo provides loans of up to £25,000 at 6% APR, and offers dedicated mentoring and support to each 
business.   

The primary aim is to ensure that viable start ups and early stage businesses have access to the finance and support 
they need in order to thrive. A network of delivery partner organisations support applicants in all regions and industries 
throughout the UK. 

The funding for SULCo is provided by the Department for Business, Innovation and Skills and administered by the 
100% government-owned British Business Bank. The British Business Bank makes finance markets for smaller 
businesses work better, enabling the sector to prosper, grow and build economic activity. 
 
The Chancellor has committed £239m in funding to The Start Up Loans scheme since its inception. The Start Up 
Loans scheme is not designed to generate a commercial profit.  
 
Key statistics* 
 

 Since 2012, Start Up Loans has helped over 35,000 individuals, providing £192m of funding to date and 
helping create 42,000 jobs up to December 2015. 

 In the financial year 2014/2015, the scheme made almost 13,500 loans with a total value exceeding 
£66.5million - helping start more than 28 businesses every day of the year  

 Over one half of all loans go to people formerly unemployed or economically inactive, and over one half of all 
loans provided to young people (aged 18-24) go to those formerly not in employment, education or training 
(NEET)   

 Approximately one in five loans go to residents in the UK's most deprived communities  

 An interim finding from a British Business Bank evaluation has identified an overall return on investment of the 
scheme is at least £3 per £1  

For more information about Start Up Loans, please visit: https://www.startuploans.co.uk/  

*All of these statistics are gross estimates, with the exception of the return on investment numbers, and are based 
upon Start Up Loans CRM and externally commissioned research from two major surveys undertaken by Qa 
Research.  
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